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(57) ABSTRACT

Optical pulses are output from a light source to an optical fiber
at one selected emission wavelength, a reflection light
reflected at a fiber Bragg grating at the optical fiber is received
at an optical receiver and is converted to a reflection signal by
an optical to electrical conversion, a fiber Bragg grating
which reflects the reflection light is identified by the signal
processing unit when an intensity of the reflection signal
obtained by the optical receiver is over a predetermined
threshold value, and a measurement step that calculates
acoustic frequencies at the fiber Bragg grating based on a
temporal change of the intensity of the reflection signal at the
fiber Bragg grating is repeated more than two times while
changing an emission wavelength of the light source. The
acoustic frequency at each fiber Bragg grating is calculated to
determine an acoustic distribution along a longitudinal direc-
tion of the fiber.
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METHOD OF MEASURING ACOUSTIC
DISTRIBUTION AND DISTRIBUTED
ACOUSTIC SENSOR

This application is a non-provisional application claiming
priority to and the benefit of U.S. provisional application No.
61/654,472, filed Jun. 1, 2012. The entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method of measuring an
acoustic distribution and a distributed acoustic sensor.

2. Description of Related Art

In order to search and extract resources such as oil or gas
(natural gas or shale gas), distributed measurement technolo-
gies using an optical fiber sensor are utilized. As an optical
fiber sensor, there are Distributed Temperature Sensing
(DTS), Distributed Strain Sensing (DSS), Distributed Acous-
tic Sensing (DAS), and so on.

For example, in “First Downhole Application of Distrib-
uted Acoustic Sensing (DAS) for Hydraulic-Fracturing
Monitoring and Diagnostics,” M. M. Molenaar et al., Society
of Petroleum Engineers, SPE 140561, a distributed acoustic
sensor which is configured using a Coherent Optical Time
Domain Reflectometry (COTDR) and a conventional single-
mode fiber is disclosed. However, a COTDR has a complex
structure and requires a lot of expensive optical components.

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
described circumstances, and has an object to provide a
method of measuring an acoustic distribution and a distrib-
uted acoustic sensor which are capable of measuring an
acoustic distribution without using a coherent detection
method.

SUMMARY

A method of measuring an acoustic distribution according
to an aspect of the present invention includes: using a distrib-
uted acoustic sensor which includes: a light source unit which
is capable of emitting optical pulses at two or more emission
wavelengths; an optical fiber which includes two or more
fiber Bragg gratings disposed between a first end of the opti-
cal fiber and a second end of the optical fiber along a longi-
tudinal direction of the optical fiber, the first end being close
to the light source unit and the second end being far from the
light source unit; an optical receiver unit, which receives a
reflection light emitted from the light source unit and
reflected at one or more of the two or more fiber Bragg
gratings and which converts the reflection light to a reflection
signal by an optical to electrical conversion; a light branching
unit which separates a light output from the light source unit
into a measurement light which is directed to the two or more
fiber Bragg gratings and a reference light which is to be
converted to a reference signal by an optical to electrical
conversion without reaching any of the two or more fiber
Bragg gratings; and a signal processing unit analyzing the
reflection signal and the reference signal; and calculating
acoustic frequencies for all the two or more fiber Bragg grat-
ings disposed at the optical fiber to determine an acoustic
distribution along a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber,
by repeating a measurement step more than two times while
changing an emission wavelength of the light source unit, the
measurement step including: outputting two or more optical
pulses from the light source unit to the optical fiber at inter-
vals, two or more optical pulses having one emission wave-
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length selected from among the two or more emission wave-
lengths; identifying a fiber Bragg grating, which reflects a
reflection light corresponding to the reflection signal, among
the two or more fiber Bragg gratings by the signal processing
unit based on a time difference between when the reflection
signal is detected and when the reference signal is detected in
a case where a reflection signal intensity obtained by the
optical receiver unit is over a predetermined threshold value,
and obtaining a temporal change of a reflection signal inten-
sity at the identified fiber Bragg grating; and calculating an
acoustic frequency at the identified fiber Bragg grating based
on the temporal change of the reflection signal intensity,
where: at the light source unit, a difference of two different
emission wavelengths arbitrarily selected from among the
two or more fiber Bragg gratings is greater than a maximum
value Aha of a wavelength width of an optical pulse output at
each of the two or more emission wavelengths; and at the
optical fiber, a minimum value AAb of a reflection bandwidth
of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings is greater than the
maximum value Aia of the wavelength width.

The measurement step may be repeated so as to use all the
two or more emission wavelengths.

The method may include determining whether or not the
signal processing unit calculates the acoustic frequencies at
all the two or more fiber Bragg gratings disposed at the optical
fiber, where when it is determined that the acoustic frequen-
cies at all the two or more fiber Bragg gratings are calculated
by the signal processing unit, the measurement step may not
be repeated.

The distributed acoustic sensor may include a second opti-
cal receiver unit which receives the reference light and con-
verts the reference light to the reference signal by an optical to
electrical conversion; and the light branching unit may be a
light splitting unit which is disposed between the light source
unit and the first end and capable of branching a light output
from the light source unit into the reference light which is
directed to the second optical receiver unit and the measure-
ment light which is directed to the first end.

The light branching unit may be a partial reflection unit
which is disposed at the optical fiber and capable of partially
reflecting a light as the reference light at all the two or more
emission wavelengths; and the optical receiver unit may
receive the reference light and the reflection light.

A distributed acoustic sensor according to an aspect of the
present invention includes: a light source unit which is
capable of emitting optical pulses at two or more emission
wavelengths and outputting two or more optical pulses at
each of the emission wavelengths, the two or more optical
pulses being output at intervals; an optical fiber which
includes two or more fiber Bragg gratings disposed between
a first end of the optical fiber and a second end of the optical
fiber along a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber, the first
end being close to the light source unit and the second end
being far from the light source unit; an optical receiver unit,
which receives a reflection light emitted from the light source
unit and reflected at one or more of the two or more fiber
Bragg gratings and which converts the reflection light to a
reflection signal by an optical to electrical conversion; a light
branching unit which separates a light output from the light
source unit into a measurement light which is directed to the
two or more fiber Bragg gratings and a reference light which
is to be converted to a reference signal by an optical to elec-
trical conversion without reaching any of the two or more
fiber Bragg gratings; a signal processing unit being config-
ured to identify a fiber Bragg grating, which reflects a reflec-
tion light corresponding to the reflection signal, among the
two or more fiber Bragg gratings based on a time difference
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between when the reflection signal is detected and when the
reference signal is detected in a case where a reflection signal
intensity obtained by the optical receiver unit is over a pre-
determined threshold value, and to obtain a temporal change
of a reflection signal intensity at the identified fiber Bragg
grating; and a control unit being configured to calculate
acoustic frequencies for all the two or more fiber Bragg grat-
ings disposed at the optical fiber to determine an acoustic
distribution along a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber,
by repeating a measurement step more than two times while
changing an emission wavelength of the light source unit, the
measurement step including: outputting two or more optical
pulses from the light source unit to the optical fiber at inter-
vals, the two or more optical pulses having one emission
wavelength selected from among the two or more emission
wavelengths; identifying a fiber Bragg grating, which reflects
a reflection light corresponding to the reflection signal,
among the two or more fiber Bragg gratings by the signal
processing unit in a case where a reflection signal intensity
obtained by the optical receiver unit is over a predetermined
threshold value, and obtaining a temporal change of a reflec-
tion signal intensity at the identified fiber Bragg grating; and
calculating an acoustic frequency at the identified fiber Bragg
grating based on the temporal change of the reflection signal
intensity, where: at the light source unit, a difference of two
different emission wavelengths arbitrarily selected from
among the two or more fiber Bragg gratings is greater than a
maximum value Aha of a wavelength width of an optical
pulse emitted at each of the two or more emission wave-
lengths; and at the optical fiber, a minimum value AAb of a
reflection bandwidth of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings
is greater than the maximum value Aia of the wavelength
width.

The control unit may be configured to repeat the measure-
ment step so as to use all the two or more emission wave-
lengths.

The control unit may be configured to determine whether
or not the signal processing unit calculates the acoustic fre-
quencies at all the two or more fiber Bragg gratings disposed
at the optical fiber, and when it is determined that the acoustic
frequencies at all the two or more fiber Bragg gratings are
calculated by the signal processing unit, the measurement
step is not repeated.

The distributed acoustic sensor may further include a sec-
ond optical receiver unit which receives the reference light
and converts the reference light to the reference signal by an
optical to electrical conversion, where the light branching unit
may be a light splitting unit that is disposed between the light
source unit and the first end and capable of branching a light
output from the light source unit into the reference light which
is directed to the second optical receiver unit and the mea-
surement light which is directed to the first end.

The light branching unit is a partial reflection unit which
may be disposed at the optical fiber and capable of partially
reflecting a light as the reference light at all the two or more
emission wavelengths; and the optical receiver unit may
receive the reference light and the reflection light.

According to the above-described aspects of the present
invention, it is possible to provide a method of measuring an
acoustic distribution and a distributed acoustic sensor which
are capable of measuring an acoustic distribution without
using a coherent detection method.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
distributed acoustic sensor.
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
optical pulses generated by a light source unit.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
reflection intensities of an ODTR.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
Bragg wavelength shifts of fiber Bragg gratings due to vibra-
tion without a temperature fluctuation.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an example of an
acoustic distribution.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
Bragg wavelength shifts of fiber Bragg gratings due to vibra-
tion with a temperature fluctuation.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
configuration for inputting two or more optical pulses to an
optical fiber to obtain a reflection light.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
temporal changes of an input light intensity and a reflection
light intensity.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
temporal change of a reflection light intensity at the FBG1.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
temporal change of a reflection light intensity at the FBG2.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
temporal change of a reflection light intensity at the FBG3.

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram showing some parameters
which should be considered when performing a measurement
of'an acoustic distribution according to the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram showing a distributed
acoustic sensor according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram showing a distributed
acoustic sensor according to another exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
experimental equipment used in the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
voltage signals which are received at an oscilloscope in the
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a graph showing a measurement result of a
non-vibration state by the enlarged five-pulse duration.

FIG. 18 is a graph showing a measurement result of a
non-vibration state.

FIG. 19 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBG1 is vibrated at 1 kHz.

FIG. 20 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBG?2 is vibrated at 1 kHz.

FIG. 21 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBG1 is vibrated at 200 Hz.

FIG. 22 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBG?2 is vibrated at 200 Hz.

FIG. 23 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBG1 is vibrated at 200 Hz and the FBG2 is vibrated at 1 kHz.

FIG. 24 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBGI is heated at a high temperature and only at the FBG2,
vibration is detected from a reflection light.

FIG. 25 is a graph showing a measurement result when the
FBGI is heated at a high temperature and only at the FBG1,
vibration is detected from a reflection light.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinbelow, exemplary embodiments of the present
invention are described with reference to the drawings.

InFIG. 1, an example of a distributed acoustic sensor using
fiber Bragg gratings (FBGs) is shown. The distributed acous-
tic sensor 10 includes a wavelength-tunable light source unit
11, an optical fiber 12 which has two or more fiber Bragg
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gratings 13, 13, . . ., a circulator 14 which inputs a measure-
ment light output from the light source unit 11 to the optical
fiber 12 and outputs a reflection light returned from the optical
fiber 12 toward an optical receiver unit 15 described herein-
after, and the optical receiver unit 15 which receives a reflec-
tion light reflected at the fiber Bragg gratings 13 and which
converts the reflection light to a reflection signal by an optical
to electrical conversion.

The optical fiber 12 includes a first end 12a which is close
to the light source unit 11 and a second end 126 which is far
from the light source unit 11. The fiber Bragg gratings 13 are
disposed in order from the first end 12a to the second end 125
along a longitudinal direction. Since the second end 1256 of
the optical fiber 12 is entered in a measurement object such as
an oil well, the second end 125 may be a free end. In order to
prevent a reflection at the second end 125, the second end 126
may be an antireflection end. Each of'the fiber Bragg gratings
13, 13, . . ., may have the same characteristics such as a
reflection wavelength, reflectivity, and a temperature depen-
dence.

The optical receiver unit 15 receives a light (a reflection
light) reflected inside the optical fiber 12 and converts the
light to a reflection signal by an optical to electrical conver-
sion. The reflection signal is an electrical signal which is
capable of representing a reflection light intensity. The rep-
resentation method of a reflection light intensity of a reflec-
tion signal is not particularly limited; however, analog data
using values of parameters such as a voltage value or a current
value without any changes are preferable, since the process-
ing time can be shortened. Digital data where parameters such
as a voltage value or a current value representing a reflection
light intensity are further allocated to an arbitrary bit number
can also be employed. As the optical receiver unit 15, a light
receiving element (a light detection unit) such as a photodiode
can be used.

The reflection light received at the optical receiver unit 15
may include a reflection light which is generated such that the
measurement light is partially reflected at each (or all) of the
two or more fiber Bragg gratings 13, 13, . . . , The received
reflection light may include a reflection light generated by
being reflected at some of the two or more fiber Bragg grat-
ings 13,13, ..., (i.e., one or more fiber Bragg gratings 13). In
addition, when a measurement wavelength generated at the
light source unit and a reflection wavelength of the FBGs are
greatly different, it is possible that in a reflection light
received at the optical receiver unit, a reflection light gener-
ated by being reflected at the fiber Bragg gratings are not
included.

In FIG. 2, an example of optical pulses generated by the
wavelength-tunable light source unit 11 is shown. The wave-
length-tunable light source unit 11 can emit optical pulses at
two or more emission wavelengths. A light output from the
light source unit 11 to the optical fiber 12 includes two or
more optical pulses which have a different emission wave-
length (a center wavelength of the output light). For example,
when using three emission wavelengths A1, A2, and A3 after
two or more optical pulses with the first wavelength A1 are
output, two or more optical pulses with the second wave-
length A2 are output, and then, two or more optical pulses
with the third wavelength A3 are output. Two or more optical
pulses with the same wavelength are continuously generated.
As this duration, the time which is necessary for measuring an
acoustic distribution of a desired frequency range is ensured.
For example, when observing the vibration approximately
from 10 Hz to 10 kHz, since the time required for one cycle of
the vibration is approximately from 0.1 sec to 0.1 msec, an

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

acoustic frequency can be determined using particular only
one wavelength if the duration is approximately 1 sec.

InFIG. 3, an example of reflection intensities by an Optical
Time Domain Reflectometry (OTDR) is shown. Each time
when one optical pulse is input to the optical fiber 12 from the
first end 124, a part of the input light is reflected at each point
of the optical fiber. The reflection light is observed at the
optical receiver unit 15. The longer distance is required, the
longer time for propagating the right forward and backward to
the optical fiber is required; therefore, the distance of the
horizontal axis in FIG. 3 is proportional to the time until
receiving the reflection light. Among Rayleigh scatter gener-
ated in the optical fiber, backscatter components scatter in an
opposite propagating direction of the optical pulse, and
returns to the light receiver unit and being observed. In addi-
tion, a Bragg reflection occurs at each FBG, and provides a
larger reflection intensity than a reflection intensity caused by
Rayleigh scatter. The longer the distance is, the more the
measurement light is attenuated; therefore, the reflection
intensity tends to be smaller in accordance with the distance.
At the second end, by forming the optical fiber to be an
antireflection end, a reflection intensity is remarkably
reduced at a position corresponding to the second end. There-
fore, a reflection light further than the second end is not
observed.

In FIG. 4, an example of Bragg wavelength shifts of the
FBGs due to the vibration without a temperature fluctuation
along a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber is shown. A
wavelength of the measurement light (optical pulses) is
described as a measurement wavelength A. The horizontal
axis represents a distance with respect to the FBGs1-4; how-
ever, referring to each position of the FBGs1-4, the reflection
spectra are shown with the vertical axis representing a wave-
length and the horizontal axis representing a relative reflec-
tion intensity. Each reflection spectrum has a center wave-
length (the wavelength at which the reflection intensity is the
largest) of the Bragg reflection close to A. The center wave-
length of the reflection at the FBG fluctuates due to a tem-
perature or a strain added to the optical fiber. The vibration
can be understood as increasing and decreasing of a periodi-
cal strain. In the vicinity of the center wavelength of the
reflection, the reflection intensity variations in accordance
with a difference between the measurement wavelength A and
the center wavelength of the reflection along with the Bragg
wavelength shifts of the FBGs due to the vibration. Therefore,
the acoustic frequency can be determined by analyzing the
temporal change of the reflection intensity. Even when tem-
perature influence is added to the optical fiber, since the
temporal change of the temperature does not have high fre-
quencies such as in a case of vibration, most of the tempera-
ture influence can be neglected in the temporal change of the
reflection intensity occurred in the short period of time.

In FIG. 5, an example of an acoustic distribution is shown.
In above-described FIG. 4, relatively slow vibration is pro-
vided with the FBG1 and the FBG3 where one double-headed
arrow is shown, relatively fast vibration is provided with the
FBG4, where two double-headed arrows are shown, and little
vibration is provided with the FBG2, where no double-
headed arrow is shown. An acoustic distribution correspond-
ing to the above is shown in FIG. 5. By combining a distance
to each of the FBGs with the temporal change of the reflection
intensity, the acoustic distribution can be determined as a shift
of an acoustic frequency with respect to the distance.

In FIG. 6, an example of Bragg wavelength shifts of the
FBGs due to vibration with a temperature fluctuation is
shown. In FIG. 6, in the same manner as shown in FIG. 4,
reflection spectra of the FBG1 to the FBG4 are shown in one
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diagram. When a temperature fluctuation along a longitudinal
direction of the optical fiber is large, the center wavelength of
the reflection of each of the FBGs shifts in accordance with
temperature differences. When one wavelength, for example,
only Al is used as a measurement wavelength, even though
the temporal changes of the reflection intensity at the FBG2 or
the FBG3 can be observed, it is possible that the changes of
the reflection intensity at the FBG1 or the FBG4 cannot be
observed.

Next, when a wavelength different from A1, for example,
measurement wavelength A.2 is used for the measurement, the
center wavelength of the reflection at the FBG4 is close to A2.
Inthe second measurement, although the temporal changes of
the reflection intensity at the FBG4 can be observed, it is
possible that the changes of the reflection intensity at the
FBGsl, 2, and 3 cannot be observed.

Next, when a wavelength different from Al and A2, for
example, measurement wavelength A3 is used for the mea-
surement, the center wavelength of the reflection at the FBG1
is close to A3. In the third measurement, although the tempo-
ral changes of the reflection intensity at the FBG1 can be
observed, it is possible that the changes of the reflection
intensity at the FBGs 2, 3, and 4 cannot be observed.

An acoustic frequency at each of the FBG1 to the FBG4
can be determined such that all temporal changes of the
reflection intensities of the FBG1 to the FBG4 are observed
by combining three measurement results at measurement
wavelengths A1, A2, and A3. As a result, an acoustic distribu-
tion similar to shown in FIG. 5 can be obtained. Here, in FIG.
6, AM1<A2<)A3 is satisfied. In the descriptions mentioned
above, the measurement is performed in the order of A1, A2,
and A.3; however, the selection of a measurement wavelength
among a plurality of measurement wavelengths and the order
of the selection is optional.

Although depending on characteristics of the light source
unit, when a relatively long time is required for greatly shift-
ing a measurement wavelength, it is preferable for the shift of
the measurement wavelength to be minimized. In other
words, when n kinds of measurement wavelengths which
satisfy the relationship: A1<A2<A3<. .. <An-1<An are used,
it is preferable that the wavelengths are shifted from a shorter
wavelength side to a longer wavelength side such as A1, A2,
A3, ....As for the relationship of /S, An-1, An in ascending
order or in an opposite manner, the wavelengths are shifted
from a longer wavelength side to a shorter wavelength side
such as An, An-1, ..., A3, A2, Al in descending order.

The measurement principle of an acoustic distribution is
described in more detail. In FIG. 7, an example of a configu-
ration for inputting two or more optical pulses having the
same wavelength to an optical fiber to obtain a reflection light
is shown. At the left side of FIG. 7, a light source unit is
arranged (not shown), and an optical pulses as an incident
light is input to the FBGs at the right side of FIG. 7. In FIG. 7,
the FBG4 is omitted and three FBGs 1, 2, and 3 are shown. In
this example, relatively slow vibration is induced in the
FBGI, relatively fast vibration is induced in the FBG2, and
little vibration is induced in the FBG3. As described with
reference to FIG. 4, when the temperature fluctuation can be
neglected, measured reflection light includes reflection lights
reflected at each FBG (the reflection light reflected at the
FBGI, the reflection light reflected at the FBG2, and the
reflection light reflected at the FBG3). Meanwhile, the Ray-
leigh scattered light described using FIG. 3 has fairly small
intensities comparing to the Bragg reflection light, and the
Rayleigh scattered light is not used; therefore, it is omitted
from FIG. 7. The same holds for the drawings described
hereinbelow.
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In FIG. 8, an example of intensity variation of an input light
and a reflection light is shown. The notes of the FBG1, the
FBG2, and the FBG3 are respectively added to show temporal
changes of'the reflection intensities due to the FBGs 1-3. Each
peak of the reflection intensities due to FBGs 1-3 is detected
in an earlier stage if each FBG is arranged closer to the light
source unit. A peak of the intensity variation of the input light
is detected in the earliest stage since the distance from the
light source unit corresponds to zero. Therefore, a peak of the
intensity variation of the input light can be used as a trigger
signal (T) to distinguish FBGs 1-3. In particular, the input
light is partially taken out as a reference light, and this refer-
ence light is used as a trigger signal. As shown in FIG. 4, the
trigger signal is not required when a temperature is not fluc-
tuated and the reflection lights from all the FBGs can be
received. However, as shown in FIG. 6, the trigger signal is
useful when a temperature is fluctuated and the reflection
lights from all the FBGs cannot be received.

In FIG. 9, an example of a temporal change of a reflection
light intensity at the FBG1 is shown. This intensity variation
is obtained by extracting an intensity variation of the reflec-
tion light due to the FBG1 among the intensity variations of
the reflection lights shown in FIG. 8. However, in FIG. 9, a
greater number of peaks of the reflection intensities are
counted than the number of peaks shown in FIG. 8. Similarly,
an extracted intensity variation of the reflection light due to
the FBG2 is shown in FIG. 10, and an extracted intensity
variation of the reflection light due to the FBG3 is shown in
FIG. 11.

As shown in FIG. 9, in the FBG1 with which the relatively
slow vibration is induced, the intensity variations of the
reflection light also show a relatively slow vibration. As
shown in FIG. 10, in the FBG2 with which the relatively fast
vibration is induced, the intensity variations of the reflection
light also show a relatively fast vibration. As shown in FIG.
11, in the FBG3 with which little vibration is induced, the
intensity variations of the reflection light also show tempo-
rally little vibration. In addition, a frequency of the intensity
variations of the reflection light matches well with a fre-
quency of vibration induced in each FBG.

According to the configuration described above, it is shown
that an acoustic distribution along the optical fiber can be
measured under a temperature fluctuation condition, by using
a general device which is configured such that a general
optical fiber including a plurality of FBGs is combined with
OTDR equipment (an example of the optical fiber is that an
optical fiber which is generally used as a single-mode optical
fiber for telecommunication, has a cladding made of pure
silica glass and a core made of germanium-doped silica glass,
has relative refractive index difference (A) between the core
and the cladding of approximately 0.3%, and has a cladding
diameter of 125 pm) Since a coherent detection method is not
required, an acoustic distribution can be measured by using
inexpensive equipment.

In FIG. 12, some parameters which should be considered
when performing a measurement of an acoustic distribution
according to the present invention are shown.

The total length of the optical fiber 12 (the length from the
first end 12a to the second end 125) is determined in accor-
dance with a measurement range of an acoustic distribution.
However, regarding the length from the first end 12a to an
FBG closest to the first end 12a and the length from the
second end 125 to an FBG closest to the second end 125, they
are not necessarily the length which can be neglected, and
may be a significant length with respect to the total length of
the fiber. As a result, the measurement range of an acoustic
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distribution is related to a range where the FBGs are distrib-
uted (an FBGs distribution range) L.

A repetition frequency of input pulses is an inverse number
of'atime interval P of the input pulses (1/P). In detail, the time
interval P is a repetition frequency (time) of the optical pulses
when the light source unit outputs two or more optical pulses
for the same emission wavelength. In other words, the time
interval of the optical pulses when the light source unit
changes the emission wavelength may be larger than the time
interval P. As it is understand from the method described with
reference to FIGS. 8-11, one vibration period can be deter-
mined as the integral multiple of the time interval P. In other
words, it is necessary for the repetition frequency of the input
pulses to be sufficiently greater than the acoustic frequency
desired to be measured.

An interval S between the FBGs adjacent to each other (an
FBG interval) corresponds to spatial resolution in the mea-
surement of an acoustic distribution. When the number of
FBGs is N, a ratio between the FBG distribution range [ and
the FBG interval S (i.e., L/S) corresponds to N-1. For
example, when 1,000 FBGs are disposed in the optical fiber,
L/S also needs to be approximately 1,000.

When the optical pulses with the time interval P is input to
the optical fiber, a peak of a reflection intensity for the same
FBG in the reflection light also appears repeatedly at the
interval which is approximately the same as the time interval
P. However, as described above, if the difference between the
measurement wavelength and the reflection wavelength of
the FBGs is large due to the temperature fluctuation around
the optical fiber 12, it is possible that some of or all of the
reflection peaks does not appear. If Bragg reflection lights are
returned from all FBGs, peaks of the reflection intensity of the
same number as the FBGs that appear side by side within the
range of the time interval P are observed. The duration of the
reflection peaks are approximately the same as the duration W
of the input pulses. The duration of each of these peaks are
represented by, in general, full width at half maximum
(FWHM) when the time is shown in a horizontal axis and the
intensity is shown in a vertical axis.

The FBG interval S may not to be constant; however, it is
desirable to determine a minimum value of the FBG interval
S in accordance with W. If the duration W of the input pulses
is long, the duration of the reflection peaks is also long, and in
other words, the reflection peaks broaden on the time axis. If
the adjacent reflection peaks overlaps, it is possible that the
distinction between the adjacent reflection peaks become dif-
ficult. Therefore, a ratio between the time interval P of the
input pulses and the duration W (P/W) is preferably N-1 or
more where the number of FBGs is represented by N.

As for the relationship of L/S described above, it is prefer-
ableto satisfy P/W=L/S. By deforming this inequality expres-
sion, W=Px(S/L) is provided. In other words, if the time
interval P of the input pulses, the FBG distribution range L,
and the FBG interval S are given, Px(S/L) provides a prefer-
able upper limit of the duration W of the input pulses. If
narrowing the duration W is constrained, the time interval P
may be longer. However, an increase of the time interval P
influences the entire measurement time and also a measure-
able acoustic frequency range. Therefore, it is desirable to use
the light source which can generate pulses with sufficiently
short duration W.

As an example, an optical fiber which has the total fiber
length of approximately 5 km, 1000 FBGs, and the FBG
interval (spatial resolution) of 5 m is used. When the repeti-
tion frequency of the input pulses is 20 kHz, the time interval
P of the input pulses is 50 um (microsecond), the duration W
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of'the input pulses is 50 ns (nanosecond) or less. If an acoustic
frequency to be measured is approximately 1000 Hz or less, it
is sufficiently measurable.

Although the total length of the fiber is not particularly
limited, it is preferable to be 1-10 km. The intervals between
the FBGs are not particularly limited; however, it is preferable
to be 1-10 m.

In the present invention, as described with reference to
FIG. 6, if the difference between the measurement wave-
length and the reflection wavelength of the FBGs is large due
to the temperature fluctuation around the optical fiber, the
reflection peaks are sometimes not detected since sufficient
reflection intensities cannot be obtained at a particular mea-
surement wavelength. In order to solve the problem, it is
necessary to repeat the measurement with shifting the mea-
surement wavelength.

In the descriptions hereinbelow, as a matter of conve-
nience, in the light source in which n kinds of measurement
wavelengths (A1, A2, A3, . .., An-1, An) are usable, suffixes
are attached in ascending order in accordance with the wave-
length order such as Al<A2<A3< ... <hn-1<An.

In order for wavelengths A1, A2, A3, ..., An-1, An to be
distinctive each other, it is desirable that the difference
between each of the wavelengths is larger than a predeter-
mined value. In general, in the case of a wavelength spectrum
of the light output from the light source emitting at a single
wavelength, a peak with a fairly narrow wavelength width is
provided. Here, the wavelength width is represented by full
width at half maximum (FWHM) when the wavelength is
shown in a horizontal axis and the intensity is shown in a
vertical axis. The wavelength widths of the emission wave-
lengths A1, A2, . . ., An are respectively represented by
wavelength widths AL1, AA2, ..., Ahn. A condition for the
wavelength widths not to overlap each other is represented by
the following equation (1).

M—1+AN-1/2<hi-ANi/2 o)

(Note that i is an arbitrary integer satisfying 2<i=n.)

The equation (1) is equivalent to Ai—Ai-1>(AAi-1+AA1)/2.
Here, when the maximum value of the wavelength widths
AN, A2, .. ., hn is represented by Ala, if the relationship
AM-Ai-1>Aha is satisfied, Aha=z(Ahi-1+AAi)/2 is satisfied.
Therefore, if the following equation (2) is satisfied, the above-
described equation (1) is also satisfied.

hi-hi-1>Aha @)

(Note that i is an arbitrary integer satisfying 2<i=n.)

In addition, if the following equation (3) is satisfied, since
the above-described equation (2) is satisfied, the equation (1)
is also satisfied. Here, IX| represents an absolute value of X.

[hi-hjl >Aha 3)

(Note that i is an arbitrary integer satisfying 1=i=n, and j is
an arbitrary integer satistying 1=j=n and i=j.)

In other words, as a condition equivalent to the equation
(3), in the light source unit, if the maximum value of the
wavelength width when the two or more emission wave-
lengths are emitted at each of the wavelengths is represented
by Aha, a difference of two different wavelengths arbitrarily
selected from among the two or more emission wavelengths
is preferably greater than a maximum value Aia of the wave-
length width. As a result, since the above-described equation
(1) is satisfied, the number n of the different emission wave-
lengths does not unnecessarily increase. In other words, it is
preferably efficient to provide the wavelength difference
which is large to some extent in accordance with the equa-
tions (1)-(3). Note that even when the emission wavelength is
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shifted by a small wavelength difference such as AAa or less
and moreover, the measurement is repeated with the same
emission wavelength, the effect of the present invention is not
inhibited as long as the measurement number does not enor-
mously increase. When the measurement number enor-
mously increases, the condition of the vibration around the
optical fiber may change during the measurement, and the
changes sometimes influence an accuracy of the acoustic
distribution.

When the wavelength difference of the measurement
wavelengths is small, it may be possible that the FBGs can be
detected at several measurement wavelengths. In this case,
the process such as averaging the results of measuring vibra-
tion at the several measurement wavelengths or focusing on a
particular wavelength having the highest reflection light
intensity may be performed.

In addition, reflection bandwidths of each FBG can be
shifted in accordance with manufacturing (designing) condi-
tions such as a grating length or reflectivity. When a minimum
value of the reflection bandwidth of an FBG is represented by
Alb, the minimum value AAb of the reflection bandwidth
needs to be larger than the maximum value AAa of the wave-
length width described above. If the reflection bandwidth is
enormously narrow, even when a light with a wavelength
fairly close to a center wavelength of the reflection is input to
an optical fiber as a measurement light, there may be no
intensity variations of the reflection lights depending on
wavelength shifts along with an FBG vibration. Therefore, it
is preferable to satisfy at least the relationship AAb>AAa. In
the case of usual FBGs, a light source with sufficiently small
Ala may be used since the FBGs have relatively large reflec-
tion bandwidths. If a light source with enormously large
wavelength widths such as AAb<Ala is used, intensity varia-
tions of the reflection lights depending on the wavelength
shifts along with an FBG vibration do not occur, and the FBG
vibration may not be identified.

It is desirable to take into consideration for the increase of
the wavelength difference of the measurement wavelengths.
Regarding a difference between two wavelengths adjacent to
each other and represented by A2-A1,A3-A2, ..., An-An-1,
if any one of or any two or more of the differences are
enormously large, a center wavelength of the reflection of
either FBG falls into the large wavelength difference at a
particular temperature. As a consequence, it is possible not to
detect reflection peaks of the FBG at none of the emission
wavelengths. Therefore, it is preferable to provide a predeter-
mined lower limit for the wavelength difference. When the
minimum wavelength difference is represented by AAc, it
corresponds to a minimum value of IAjl which is used in the
equation (3). If AAc does not depend on the order of Al,
A2, ..., An, Akc can be defined as a minimum value of a
difference of two different wavelengths arbitrarily selected
from among the two or more emission wavelengths.

In terms of the above, it is not preferable that the minimum
wavelength difference Ahc of the measurement light is enor-
mously larger than the wavelength bandwidth Akb of the
FBGs. When vibration is induced in the optical fiber, since the
reflected wavelength at the FBGs shifts during the vibration,
it is possible to measure an acoustic frequency at the FBG as
long as a part of a vibration period is observed. However, it is
preferable that the vibration is continuously observed in
terms of accuracy and certainty of the measurement. There-
fore, Ahcz=AAb>Ala may be satisfied; however, it is prefer-
able that AAb>Alc>Ala is satisfied. For example, a specific
example of a wavelength difference of the measurement
wavelengths is 0.3 nm. In this case, AAb is preferably >0.3
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nm, and more preferably =0.6 nm; however, even
Aha<Ahb=0.3 nm is satisfied, the measurement can be per-
formed.

It is desirable to take into consideration regarding a range
of the measurement wavelengths. When the shortest wave-
length used for the measurement is represented by A1 and the
longest wavelength is represented by An, the range of the
measurement wavelength AAd corresponds to An-Al. If Ahd
does not depend on the order of A1, A2, . . ., An, AAd can be
defined as a maximum value of a difference of two different
wavelengths arbitrarily selected from among the two or more
emission wavelengths. If the temperature fluctuation around
the optical fiber is small, reflection peaks of all FBGs can be
detected even when AAd is small. However, when the tem-
perature fluctuation with respect to positions along the optical
fiber or the seasonal temperature fluctuation is large, the
measurement wavelength cannot be set close to a center
wavelength of the reflection of the FBGs if AAd is small, and
the optical receiver unit may not be able to detect the reflec-
tion lights by the FBGs.

In terms of the above, it is preferable that the range of the
measurement wavelength AAd is set to have a broad range
depending on how the center wavelengths of the FBGs shiftin
the temperature range to be measured. In other words, in the
temperature range to be measured, when the center wave-
lengths of the FBGs shift in a range from ABmin to ABmax
(note that, ABmin<ABmax), it is preferable that AAd is larger
than ABmax—ABmin. In addition, it is important that not only
AAd>ABmax-ABmin is satisfied, but also the range of mea-
surement wavelength A1, A2, . . ., Anincludes the range from
ABmin to ABmax. Therefore, it is preferable that the shortest
wavelength A1 used for the measurement is shorter than the
minimum center wavelength ABmin of the FBG in the tem-
perature range to be measured, and the longest wavelength An
used for the measurement is longer than the maximum center
wavelength ABmax of the FBG in the temperature range to be
measured. For example, a specific example of the temperature
range will be 25-300° C., and a specific example of the wave-
length range of the measurement wavelength will be 3 nm.
They are based on the result that the temperature dependence
of the FBGs fabricated in the optical fiber is approximately
10.0 pm/° C., the optical fiber having a cladding made of pure
silica glass, a core made of germanium-doped silica glass,
relative refractive index difference (A) between the core and
the cladding of approximately 0.3%, and a cladding diameter
of 125 uM. In addition, they are also based on the result that
the temperature dependence of the FBGs fabricated in the
optical fiber is approximately 10.4 pm/° C., the optical fiber
being polyimide-coated and having a diameter of 155 pm.
Needless to say, Ahd and the range of the measurement wave-
lengths can be changed appropriately based on the tempera-
ture dependence of the FBGs.

InFIG. 13, a distributed acoustic sensor 50 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention is shown.
Comparing to the distributed acoustic sensor 10 shown in
FIG. 1, the distributed acoustic sensor 50 is different in that a
function generator 114 is connected to the light source unit
11, a signal processing unit 16 is connected to the optical
receiver unit 15, a coupler 17 is provided between the light
source unit 11 and a circulator 14, the light split at the coupler
17 is received at the second optical receiver unit 18, and so on.

The coupler 17 is a light splitting unit that splits the light
output from the light source unit 11 into a measurement light
which is directed to the fiber Bragg gratings 13 and a refer-
ence light which is to be converted to a reference signal by an
optical to electrical conversion without reaching the fiber
Bragg gratings 13. The coupler 17 is capable of partially
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outputting a light output from the light source unit 11 as the
reference light to the second optical receiver unit 18 and
outputting a measurement light directed to the first end 12a of
the optical fiber 12.

The light splitting unit such as the coupler 17 may be
disposed between the light source unit 11 and the firstend 12a
of'the optical fiber 12. In other words, the light splitting unit
is not limited to be disposed between the light source unit 11
and the circulator 14, and can be disposed between the circu-
lator 14 and the first end 12a. In the former case (see F1G. 13),
since the coupler 17 does not exist on a pathway of the
reflection light which returns from an FBG, the configuration
of the device can be simplified.

The signal processing unit 16 is a device that analyzes
reflection signals transmitted from the optical receiver unit 15
and reflection signals transmitted from the second optical
receiver unit 18. The reflection signals are generated as elec-
tric signals with arbitrarily formats representing an intensity
of' the reflection light received at the optical receiver unit 15.
The reference signals are generated as electric signals with
arbitrarily formats representing an intensity of the reference
light received at the second optical receiver unit 18. For
example, in the case of FIG. 8, signals represented by symbol
T correspond to reference signals, and intensities of the
reflection lights represented by such as the FBG1 correspond
to reflection signals. By converting the light intensities to
electric signals, fast execution of the complicated analysis is
available.

In addition, by connecting the optical receiver unit 15 and
the second optical receiver unit 18 to the same signal process-
ing unit 16, the reference signals and the reflection signals are
easily synchronized.

The fundamental principle of an analysis to be executed at
the signal processing unit 16 is similar to the descriptions
mentioned above with reference to FIGS. 4-11. If it is pos-
sible to input and analyze the time when the reference lights
are received at the second optical receiver unit, the intensities
of'the reflection lights, and the time when the reflection lights
are received at the optical receiver unit, then in principle, the
signal transmission from the optical receiver unit to the signal
processing unit is not necessarily performed by electric sig-
nals. However, from a practical view point, it is preferable to
perform the transmission electrically.

In other words, when the reflection signal intensity
obtained by the optical receiver unit 15 is over a predeter-
mined threshold value, the signal processing unit 16 identifies
a reflection position which corresponds to the fiber Bragg
grating where the reflection signal is reflected based on a time
difference between when the reflection signal is detected and
when the reference signal is detected. In FIG. 4, it is shown
that the sufficient reflection light intensity can be obtained by
the wavelength A; however, in FIG. 6, the sufficient reflection
light intensity may not be obtained due to the temperature
fluctuation depending on the relation between the center
wavelength of the reflection of the FBGs and the measure-
ment wavelength. The threshold value is set in order to per-
form analysis only at the position where the sufficient reflec-
tion is obtained.

In addition, it is preferable that the signal processing unit
16 can determine the temporal change of the intensity of the
reflection signals reflected at the same identified reflection
positions, and can calculate the acoustic frequency at the
reflection positions based on the temporal change. It is shown
in FIG. 8 to FIG. 11 that identifying the reflection position
which corresponds to the fiber Bragg grating where the
reflection signal is reflected and then determining the tempo-
ral change of the intensity of the reflection signals reflected at
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the same identified reflection positions. For calculating the
acoustic frequency at the reflection position based on the
temporal change, Fourier transform analysis, for example,
can be used.

Itis possible for some of the function of the signal process-
ing unit 16 to be substituted by other computers or operators.
In this case, the results processed by the signal processing unit
16 is output to medium such as a memory device or paper, and
other computers or operators perform subsequent analysis.
As an example, one aspect can be shown that the signal
processing unit 16 performs a step of determining the tempo-
ral change of the intensity of the reflection signals which have
the same identified reflection positions and other computers
or operators performs a step of calculating the acoustic fre-
quency at the reflection position based on the temporal
change of the reflection intensity and adding up acoustic
frequencies relating to all FBGs.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 13, the above-described
distributed acoustic sensor may include a control unit 30
which controls the light source unit 11 (function generator
11a) and the signal processing unit 16. In this case, by the
control unit 30, the operation of the above-described light
source unit 11 (function generator 11a) and the signal pro-
cessing unit 16 can be controlled. In addition, the control unit
30 may be configured to function as the above-described
computer.

The operation of the distributed acoustic sensor 50 shown
in FIG. 13 is described. First, the light source unit 11 selects
an emission wavelength from two or more emission wave-
lengths which can be output, and then the two or more optical
pulses are output from the light source unit 11 to the optical
fiber 12. Selecting the emission wavelength and controlling
the optical pulses are performed by the function generator
11a. The light output from the light source unit 11 is input to
the optical fiber 12 through the circulator 14. The reflection
light from the optical fiber 12 is output to the optical receiver
unit 15 through the circulator 14. At the optical receiver unit
15, the intensity of the reflection light is transformed to a
reflection signal as a function of arrival time, and is sent to the
signal processing unit 16. Parts of the light output from the
light source unit 11 are split and sent to the second optical
receiver unit 18 by the coupler 17, and sent to the signal
processing unit 16 as a reference signal.

The signal processing unit 16 performs a measurement step
that when the reflection signal intensity obtained by the opti-
cal receiver unit 15 is over a predetermined threshold value at
every one emission wavelength, identifying a reflection posi-
tion for each reflection signal and calculating an acoustic
frequency at the identified fiber Bragg grating based on the
temporal change of the intensity of the reflection signals
reflected at the same identified reflection position.

If acoustic frequencies at positions of all FBGs can be
determined by one cycle of the measurement step, then an
acoustic distribution along a longitudinal direction of the
optical fiber can be determined at that point. However, as
described above, since a temperature at each FBG is different
depending on the temperature distribution along the optical
fiber and the long-term temperature fluctuation, a reflection
center wavelength also shifts. Therefore, the measurement
step is repeated more than two times while changing an emis-
sion wavelength of the light source unit 11, and as a result, the
signal processing unit 16 can calculate acoustic frequencies at
the reflection positions for all the two or more fiber Bragg
gratings 13, 13, . . ., disposed at the optical fiber 12 and can
determine the acoustic distribution based on the results.

In FIG. 14, a distributed acoustic sensor 60 according to
another exemplary embodiment of the present invention is
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shown. Comparing to the distributed acoustic sensor 10
shown in FIG. 1, the distributed acoustic sensor 60 is different
in that a function generator 11a is connected to the light
source unit 11, a signal processing unit 16 is connected to the
optical receiver unit 15, a trigger light generation unit 19 is
provided between a circulator 14 and the optical fiber 12, and
so on. Comparing FIG. 13 with FIG. 14, instead of providing
the coupler 17 and the second optical receiver unit 18 in FI1G.
13, the trigger light generation unit 19 is disposed in FIG. 14.

In the distributed acoustic sensor 60, an input light is par-
tially reflected by the trigger light generation unit 19, and the
optical receiver unit 15 receives the reflection light and gen-
erates a reference signal. This configuration is different from
shown in FIG. 13 in that the reference signal and the reflection
signal are generated by the same optical receiver unit 15;
however, a method of processing the reference signal and the
reflection signal by the signal processing unit 16 is the same.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 14, the above-described
distributed acoustic sensor may include a control unit 30
which controls the light source unit 11 (function generator
11a) and the signal processing unit 16. In this case, by the
control unit 30, the operation of the above-described light
source unit 11 (function generator 11a) and the signal pro-
cessing unit 16 can be controlled. In addition, the control unit
30 may be configured to function as the above-described
computer.

It is preferable that the trigger light generation unit 19 is a
partial reflection unit capable of partially reflecting the refer-
ence lights at all wavelengths even when the wavelength of
the light output from the light source unit 11 is shifted. A
specific example is a partial reflection film which has a reflec-
tion bandwidth broader than that of an FBG. The trigger light
generation unit 19 may be provided inside the optical fiber 12
or may be formed at the first end 12a of the optical fiber 12,
and an optical device may be inserted between the first end
124 and the circulator 14.

Hereinabove, the present invention has been described
based on a preferred exemplary embodiment, however, the
present invention is not limited the aforementioned exem-
plary embodiment, and various modifications can be made
within a scope that does not depart from the gist of the present
invention.

As a light branching unit which separates a light directed
from the light source to an optical fiber into a measurement
light and a reference light, the light splitting unit and the
partial reflection unit are shown; however, other arbitrary
configurations can be utilized.

When repeating the measurement step more than two times
while changing the emission wavelength of the light source
unit, as the light source unit, a configuration which is capable
of emitting optical pulses at the light source unit and uses all
two or more emission wavelengths can also be utilized. In this
case, since the necessary steps can be automatically per-
formed without taking into consideration of fiber Bragg grat-
ings where the acoustic frequency are measured by the signal
processing unit, the configuration of the equipment can be
more simplified.

When repeating the measurement step more than two times
while changing the emission wavelength of the light source
unit, the signal processing unit determines whether or not the
acoustic frequency at the reflection position is calculated for
all two or more FBGs disposed in the optical fiber, and if the
determination result is “yes”, a configuration of not repeating
the above-mentioned measurement step can be utilized.

In this case, when all data which is necessary for calculat-
ing an acoustic distribution is obtained, it is possible to ter-
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minate the measurement immediately. Therefore, the mea-
surement time can be reduced.

Itis efficient if the predetermined signals are transmitted by
wired or wireless connections to the light source unit (for
example, a function generator) and the operation of the light
source unit is terminated.

Note that in the present configuration, it is also possible to
omit the signal transmission from the signal processing unit
to the light source unit. In this case, after the signal processing
unit determines the termination of the measurement, the
operation of the light source unit continues. However, since at
the signal processing unit, it is determined that the measure-
ment is terminated, the reflection signals sent from the optical
receiver unit continuously can neglected and the results of the
acoustic distribution can be obtained based on the data
obtained at the time when determining the termination of the
measurement.

EXAMPLES

Hereinbelow, an Example of the present invention is
described.

In FIG. 15, experimental equipment used in the present
example is shown. In this experimental equipment, in addi-
tion to the distributed acoustic sensor similar to shown in FIG.
13, piezo stages 21, 22 which artificially inducing vibration
near the FBGs are provided. In addition, in order to control
respective piezo stages 21, 22, a piezo controller 20 including
a function generator 20a is connected. At each of the two
FBGs, one piezo stage is provided. As a consequence, in the
present experimental equipment, the FBG1 and the FGB2 can
be vibrated independently. Note that as the optical fiber 12, an
optical fiber is used that has a cladding of made pure silica
glass, a core made of germanium-doped silica glass, relative
refractive index difference (A) between the core and the clad-
ding of approximately 0.3%, a cladding diameter of 125 pm,
and a diameter of 155 um with polyimide-coated. Moreover,
the temperature dependence of the FBGs fabricated in this
optical fiber 12 is measured and confirmed in advance that it
is approximately 10.4 pm/° C.

A light source of the light source unit 11 can generate
optical pulses intermittently at a repetition frequency of 20
kHz and a pulse duration 70 ns. The reflectivity of two fiber
Bragg gratings (the FBG1 and the FBG2) is 0.005%. A dis-
tance between the FBG1 and the FBG2 as a length along the
optical fiber 12 is approximately 4.6 km. As the signal pro-
cessing unit 16, an oscilloscope is used. As the coupler 17, a
17 dB coupler is used. As the optical receiver unit 15 and the
second optical receiver unit 18, optical detectors are used.

In FIG. 16, a schematic diagram of the electric signals
which are transmitted to the signal processing unit 16 in the
device described in FI1G. 15 is shown. Between the reference
signals T of a channel 1 (ch 1) generated by the second optical
receiver unit 18, a reflection signal of the FBG1 and a reflec-
tion signal of the FBG2 of a channel 2 (ch 2) generated by the
optical receiver unit 15 are observed.

In FIG. 17, a measurement result of the FBG1 and the
FBG2 in a non-vibration state is shown by the enlarged five-
pulse duration. The sampling rate is S00 MHz. In other words,
in the optical receiver unit 15, the intensities of the reflection
light are sampled at every 2 ns (nanosecond). The threshold
value is set to be approximately 0.1V as a sufficiently higher
level than a noise level.

In FIG. 18, the results of measuring the FBG1 and the
FBG2 in a non-vibration state are shown in the range 0f 0.005
s (5 ms). FIG. 17 corresponds to portion A of FIG. 18. There
is almost no temporal change of the reflection signals, and it
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is confirmed that there is no vibration. The reflection signal
intensity of both the FBG1 and the FBG2 are higher than the
threshold value; therefore, each FBG is in a non-vibration
state, but not in a state that the reflection light cannot be
detected.

In FIG. 19, a graph is illustrated that shows with the FBG2
being in a non-vibration state, a measurement result when
FBGI is vibrated at 1 kHz by a piezo stage 21. Almost no
temporal change of the reflection signal of the FBG2 can be
observed; however, the reflection signal of the FBGI is
vibrated at the period of approximately 0.001 s (1 ms). As a
result, it can be confirmed that the FBG1 is vibrated at 1 kHz.
The reflection signal intensity of the FBG2 is higher than the
threshold value; therefore, the FBG2 is in a non-vibration
state.

In FIG. 20, a graph is illustrated that shows with the FBG1
being in a non-vibration state, a measurement result when
FBQG2 is vibrated at 1 kHz by a piezo stage 22. Almost no
temporal change of the reflection signal of the FBG1 can be
observed; on the other hand, the reflection signal of the FBG2
is vibrated at the period of approximately 0.001 s (1 ms). As
a result, it can be confirmed that the FBG2 is vibrated at 1
kHz. The reflection signal intensity of the FBG1 is higher
than the threshold value; therefore, the FBG1 is in a non-
vibration state.

In FIG. 21, a graph is illustrated that shows with the FBG2
being in a non-vibration state, a measurement result when the
FBGI is vibrated at 200 Hz by a piezo stage 21. Almost no
temporal change of the reflection signal of the FBG2 can be
observed; however, the reflection signal of the FBGI is
vibrated at approximately 0.005 s (5 ms) period. As a result,
it can be confirmed that the FBG1 is vibrated at 200 Hz. Since
the intensity of a reflection signal of the FBG2 is higher than
the threshold value, it is confirmed that the FBG2 is in a
non-vibration state.

In FIG. 22, a graph is illustrated that shows with the FBG1
being in a non-vibration state, a measurement result when the
FBQG2 is vibrated at 200 Hz by a piezo stage 22. Almost no
temporal change of the reflection signal of the FBG1 can be
observed; however, the reflection signal of the FBG2 is
vibrated at approximately 0.005 s (5 ms) period. As a result,
it can be confirmed that the FBG2 is vibrated at 200 Hz. Since
the intensity of a reflection signal of the FBG1 is higher than
the threshold value, it is confirmed that the FBGI is in a
non-vibration state.

In FIG. 23, a graph is illustrated that shows a measurement
result when the FBG1 is vibrated at 200 Hz and the FBG2 is
vibrated at 1 kHz. The reflection signal of the FBG1 is
vibrated at approximately 0.005 s (5 ms) period, and as a
result, it can be confirmed that the FBG1 is vibrated at 200 Hz.
The reflection signal of the FBG2 is vibrated at approxi-
mately 0.001 s (1 ms) period, and as a result, it can be con-
firmed that the FBG2 is vibrated at 1 kHz.

In FIGS. 24 and 25, graphs are illustrated that respectively
show a measurement result when the FBG1 is vibrated at 200
Hz and is in a thermostat bath with a temperature of approxi-
mately 100° C. and a measurement result when the FBG2 is
vibrated at 1 kHz and is in an atmosphere with a temperature
of approximately 25° C.

When the emission wavelength of the light source is 1545.2
nm, as shown in FIG. 24, the vibration is detected from the
reflection light only at the FBG2. This is because that the
reflection light cannot be detected at 1545.2 nm since the
Bragg wavelength shifted due to the temperature fluctuation
atthe FBG1, and the reflection signal of the FBG2 is vibrated
atapproximately 0.001 s (1 ms) period. From the above, it can
be confirmed that the FBG2 is vibrated at 1 kHz. The reflec-
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tion signal intensity of the FBG1 is lower than the threshold
value; therefore, the FBG1 is in a state that the reflection light
cannot be detected, but not in a non-vibration state.

Next, so as to be able to detect the reflection light of the
FBGI, the wavelength of the measurement light is shifted to
1546.0 nm. In this case, as shown in FIG. 25, only at the
FBGI, vibration is detected from the reflection light. The
reflection signal of the FBG1 is vibrated at approximately
0.005 s (5 ms) period. As a result, it is confirmed that the
FBGI is vibrated at 200 Hz. Since the reflection signal inten-
sity of the FBG2 is lower than the threshold value, it is
confirmed that the FBG2 is not in a non-vibration state, but is
under the condition that the reflection lights of the FBG2
cannot be detected.

With a combination of the results shown in FIGS. 24 and
25, even in the circumstance that the Bragg reflection of the
FBG cannot be detected at the same wavelengths of the mea-
surement lights due to the temperature difference between the
FBG1 and the FBG2, it can be determined that an acoustic
frequency at FBG1 position is approximately 200 Hz and an
acoustic frequency at FBG2 position is approximately 1 kHz.

In the present example, even when there is a temperature
difference of 75° C., the reflection lights of each FBG can be
observed by shifting the measurement wavelength by
approximately 0.8 nm. Since the wavelength shift of the FBG
is approximately proportional to the temperature fluctuation,
the reflection lights of all FBGs can be observed similarly
even when the temperature distribution from 25-300° C.
exists along a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber if the
measurement wavelength is shifted by approximately 3 nm.

Depending on an interval of the measurement wavelengths,
it may be possible that the FBGs detectable at several wave-
lengths. In this case, the step such as averaging the results of
measuring vibration at several wavelengths or focusing on the
results measured at a wavelength having a high intensity of
the reflection light may be performed.

The present invention can be used for a method of measur-
ing an acoustic distribution and a distributed acoustic sensor.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of measuring an acoustic distribution, the
method comprising:

using a distributed acoustic sensor which comprises:

a light source unit which is capable of emitting optical
pulses at two or more emission wavelengths;

an optical fiber which comprises two or more fiber Bragg
gratings disposed between a first end of the optical
fiber and a second end of the optical fiber along a
longitudinal direction of the optical fiber, the first end
being close to the light source unit and the second end
being far from the light source unit;

an optical receiver unit, which receives a reflection light
emitted from the light source unit and reflected at one
or more of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings and
which converts the reflection light to a reflection sig-
nal by an optical to electrical conversion;

a light branching unit which separates a light output
from the light source unit into a measurement light
which is directed to the two or more fiber Bragg
gratings and a reference light which is to be converted
to a reference signal by an optical to electrical con-
version without reaching any of the two or more fiber
Bragg gratings; and

a signal processing unit analyzing the reflection signal
and the reference signal; and

calculating acoustic frequencies for all of the two or more

fiber Bragg gratings disposed at the optical fiber to deter-

mine an acoustic distribution along the longitudinal
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direction of the optical fiber, by repeating a measure-

ment step more than two times while changing an emis-

sion wavelength of the light source unit, the measure-

ment step comprising:

outputting the two or more optical pulses from the light
source unit to the optical fiber at intervals, two or more
optical pulses having one emission wavelength
selected from among the two or more emission wave-
lengths;

identifying a fiber Bragg grating, which reflects the
reflection light corresponding to the reflection signal,
among the two or more fiber Bragg gratings by the
signal processing unit based on a time difference
between when the reflection signal is detected and
when the reference signal is detected in a case where
a reflection signal intensity obtained by the optical
receiver unit is over a predetermined threshold value,
and obtaining a temporal change of a reflection signal
intensity at the identified fiber Bragg grating; and

calculating an acoustic frequency at the identified fiber
Bragg grating based on the temporal change of the
reflection signal intensity, wherein:

at the light source unit, a difference of two different emis-

sion wavelengths arbitrarily selected from among the
two or more fiber Bragg gratings is greater than a maxi-
mum value Aha of a wavelength width of an optical
pulse output at each of the two or more emission wave-
lengths; and

at the optical fiber, a minimum value AAb of a reflection

bandwidth of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings is
greater than the maximum value Aha of the wavelength
width.

2. The method of measuring an acoustic distribution
according to claim 1, wherein the measurement step is
repeated so as to use all of the two or more emission wave-
lengths.

3. The method of measuring an acoustic distribution
according to claim 1, comprising determining whether or not
the signal processing unit calculates the acoustic frequencies
at all of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings disposed at the
optical fiber,

wherein when acoustic frequencies at all of the two or more

fiber Bragg gratings are calculated by the signal process-
ing unit, the measurement step is not repeated.

4. The method of measuring an acoustic distribution
according to claim 1, wherein:

the distributed acoustic sensor comprises a second optical

receiver unit which receives the reference light and con-
verts the reference light to the reference signal by an
optical to electrical conversion; and

the light branching unit is a light splitting unit which is

disposed between the light source unit and the first end
and capable of branching a light output from the light
source unit into the reference light which is directed to
the second optical receiver unit and the measurement
light which is directed to the first end.

5. The method of measuring an acoustic distribution
according to claim 1, wherein:

the light branching unit is a partial reflection unit which is

disposed at the optical fiber and capable of partially
reflecting a light as the reference light at all of the two or
more emission wavelengths; and

the optical receiver unit receives the reference light and the

reflection light.

6. A distributed acoustic sensor comprising:

a light source unit which is capable of emitting optical

pulses at two or more emission wavelengths and output-
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ting two or more optical pulses at each of the emission
wavelengths, the two or more optical pulses being output
at intervals;
an optical fiber which comprises two or more fiber Bragg
gratings disposed between a first end of the optical fiber
and a second end of the optical fiber along a longitudinal
direction of the optical fiber, the first end being close to
the light source unit and the second end being far from
the light source unit;
an optical receiver unit, which receives a reflection light
emitted from the light source unit and reflected at one or
more of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings and which
converts the reflection light to a reflection signal by an
optical to electrical conversion;
a light branching unit which separates a light output from
the light source unit into a measurement light which is
directed to the two or more fiber Bragg gratings and a
reference light which is to be converted to a reference
signal by an optical to electrical conversion without
reaching any of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings;
a signal processing unit being configured to identify a fiber
Bragg grating, which reflects the a reflection light cor-
responding to the reflection signal, among the two or
more fiber Bragg gratings based on a time difference
between when the reflection signal is detected and when
the reference signal is detected in a case where a reflec-
tion signal intensity obtained by the optical receiver unit
is over a predetermined threshold value, and to obtain a
temporal change of a reflection signal intensity at the
identified fiber Bragg grating; and
a control unit being configured to calculate acoustic fre-
quencies for all of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings
disposed at the optical fiber to determine an acoustic
distribution along the longitudinal direction of the opti-
cal fiber, by repeating a measurement step more than two
times while changing an emission wavelength of the
light source unit, the measurement step comprising:
outputting two or more optical pulses from the light
source unit to the optical fiber at intervals, the two or
more optical pulses having one emission wavelength
selected from among the two or more emission wave-
lengths;

identifying a fiber Bragg grating, which reflects the
reflection light corresponding to the reflection signal,
among the two or more fiber Bragg gratings by the
signal processing unit in a case where a reflection
signal intensity obtained by the optical receiver unit is
over a predetermined threshold value, and obtaining a
temporal change of a reflection signal intensity at the
identified fiber Bragg grating; and

calculating an acoustic frequency at the identified fiber
Bragg grating based on the temporal change of the
reflection signal intensity, wherein:

at the light source unit, a difference of two different emis-
sion wavelengths arbitrarily selected from among the
two or more fiber Bragg gratings is greater than a maxi-
mum value Aha of a wavelength width of an optical
pulse emitted at each of the two or more emission wave-
lengths; and

at the optical fiber, a minimum value AAb of a reflection
bandwidth of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings is
greater than the maximum value Ala of the wavelength
width.

7. The distributed acoustic sensor according to claim 6,
wherein the control unit is configured to repeat the measure-
ment step so as to use all of the two or more emission wave-
lengths.
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8. The distributed acoustic sensor according to claim 6,
wherein the control unit is configured to determine whether or
not the signal processing unit calculates the acoustic frequen-
cies at all of the two or more fiber Bragg gratings disposed at
the optical fiber, and when the control unit determines that the
acoustic frequencies at all of the two or more fiber Bragg
gratings are calculated by the signal processing unit, the
measurement step is not repeated.

9. The distributed acoustic sensor according to claim 6,
further comprising a second optical receiver unit which
receives the reference light and converts the reference light to
the reference signal by an optical to electrical conversion,
wherein

the light branching unit is a light splitting unit that is

disposed between the light source unit and the first end
and capable of branching a light output from the light
source unit into the reference light which is directed to
the second optical receiver unit and the measurement
light which is directed to the first end.

10. The distributed acoustic sensor according to claim 6,
wherein:

the light branching unit is a partial reflection unit which is

disposed at the optical fiber and capable of partially
reflecting the light as the reference light at all of the two
or more emission wavelengths; and

the optical receiver unit receives the reference light and the

reflection light.
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